Abstract
Introduction
Ž . Cluster of differentiation 44 CD44 is a broadly distributed family of cell surface glycoproteins involved in Ž cell-cell and cell-matrix adhesive interactions Jalkanen et al., 1986; Stamenkovic et al., 1989; Miyake et al., 1990; . Lesley et al., 1993 . Due to alternative RNA splicing which involves at least 10 of the 19 exons, a large number Ž of CD44 isoforms are generated Screaton et al., 1992;  . Lesley et al., 1993 . In addition, variations in glycosylation contribute to structural and functional diversity of CD44 Ž . Katoh et al., 1995; Lesley et al., 1995 , 1993; Rudy et al., 1993; Wielenga et al., 1993; Merzak . et al., 1994; Manten-Horst et al., 1995 . It has been reported that in the human central nervous Ž . system CNS , CD44s epitopes are expressed predomi-Ž nantly on astrocytes of the white matter Girgrah et al., . 1991; Asher and Bignami, 1992; Moretto et al., 1993 . The exact distribution of the CD44 variant isoforms in the CNS, however, is not known. To determine whether CD44 proteins play a role in the normal functioning of the human Ž . central nervous system CNS assessment of their precise distribution in the CNS is crucial. In the present study, Ž . three monoclonal antibodies mAbs reacting against CD44s epitopes, and mAbs against epitopes of different Ž . CD44 variants: CD44 variant exon 4 CD44v4 , CD44v5, CD44v6 and CD44v10, were used to determine the localization of CD44 isoforms in the human CNS.
Materials and methods

Normal human central nerÕous tissue
Normal human nervous system tissue was obtained at autopsy from 5 males and 5 females aged 59 to 87 years, 0165-5728r97r$17.00 Copyright q 1997 Elsevier Science B.V. All rights reserved.
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